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Dear Forest Brook Students, Staff, and Families,

Welcome back to Forest Brook Elementary School! I hope you are all looking forward to a year filled with learning,

discovery, adventures, friendships, and BOOKS! This year at Forest Brook we will continue to celebrate our love of

literacy by reading wonderful books together. Books are my favorite gifts to give and receive. Books inspire us to

imagine possibilities, take us on wonderful adventures, touch our hearts and are our other “teachers.” After all, a book is

a gift you can open again and again.

For those of you who are new to Forest Brook, every month I present each class with a special gift- a book. Each book

will be accompanied by a letter from me, introducing the book and explaining why I chose the story. I will often select

books that will lift our spirits, remind us about the importance of treating one another with kindness and respect, and to

ultimately foster a lifelong love of learning and reading. These books will become part of the classroom libraries to be

treasured throughout the year and for years to come.

To help set the tone for this new school year, I’d like to introduce our September Book of the Month, Maybe, by Kobi

Yamada. The book begins with this simple and profound question: “Have you ever wondered why you are here?” I

selected this book to help us remember about all of the possibilities that are before us. In this story, a young child

explores the unlimited potential inherent in all humans. It reminds us that there is no one like you. Maybe you're here

to make a difference with your uniqueness; maybe you will speak for those who can't or use your gifts to shine a light

into the darkness.

The author, Kobi Yamada, shares, “My greatest hope is that Maybe will help young and old readers alike to ask questions,

seek out answers, and not settle for anything less than a life that matters deeply to them. This kind of exploration takes

curiosity, it takes determination, but what is life if not for living?”

I hope this story encourages our students to follow their heart and tap into their limitless potential to be anything and do

anything. Most importantly, I want them to know that THEY MATTER. We look forward to partnering with you for

another wonderful school year.

Sincerely,

Kristen Reingold

Kristen Reingold, Ed.D.


